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Sorry for the delay folks but here it is finally, the latest edition of our newsletter 
which we’re sure you have been waiting for with eager anticipation!  
 
With the arrival of the warmer weather and longer days, we’ve all been working to 
arrange a full calendar of events which we hope will appeal to everyone and help 
you crack on with your HPR training. We have the imminent Working Test and two 
different Water Training Days organised, one on tidal marshes in Maldon and the 
other at the wonderful waters at Heveningham Hall. Plus of course our regular 
monthly training sessions, where we can fit them in. 
 
If you haven’t entered a GWT before please don’t be put off, the Special Beginners 
Class is the perfect place to start. It’s run very much along the lines of a training 
session but with awards given to the best dogs and handlers on the day. So don’t be 
shy, come and give it a go. 
 
We suffered a bit of a blip in losing Gt Horkesley as a training ground, but as they 
say with every cloud comes a silver lining and we now have access to some lovely 
ground at Cringleford (Norwich) thanks to Charlie Grewcock and Glevering Hall near 
Framlingham, Suffolk thanks to Mike and Sandra Hurlock. So we now have the 
benefit of four different training locations, all offering excellent but varied HPR 
ground at different times of the year. Spoilt for choice! 
 
 
Hope to see you at the events during the summer either as participants or helpers. 
 

Chris & Doug 

 

  

 
 

From the Ed’ 
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First of all I’d like to congratulate Steve and Jo on fulfilling the role of FT Sec’ over 
the past season. It was never going to be easy following the vastly experienced 
Chris Snelling, who had made the role look easy for many years. Apart from the odd 
glitch of missing me out of the Elveden draw (no, I haven’t forgotten) I think they 
sailed through pretty smoothly and with more awards achieved than in the previous 
few years, we can all be happy with the results. Thanks also to Eddie, Chris, Dave, 
Colin and Stevie our regular trial sponsors and guns for their part in another 
successful season. 
 
Congratulations to all the award winners but let’s not forget all those unsung heroes 
that take part. Of course we’d all like to win an award and I know better than most 
that it’s a lot easier to lose an award during competition than it is to win one, but 
none of these competitions would take place without sufficient entries and its vital to 
the sport that as many of us as possible train and compete and aspire to improve.  
 
With that in mind a warm welcome to all our new members.  It’s been a delight to 
see the number of new handlers attending our regular monthly training of late. With 
a wide cross section of HPR breeds attending and a clear commitment from the 
handlers to learn, it really does bode well for the future of the club and its members. 
 
Finally a huge thank you to all the hard working committee members, hosts and club 
trainers who help to keep this great club going onwards and upwards. 
 
Best wishes 
 

Doug. 

 

 

                              
 

 

Chairman’s Report 
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FIELD TRIAL RESULTS 2013/14 

 
            

 
 

Thursday 3rd October 2013 All Aged held at Boreham Judges: Jean Robertson & 

Helen Evans 

  

1st Warrendown Flash of Atilla GSP Emma Carter 

  

2nd Witham Friary Dallas GSP Gill Pillinger 

  

3rd Witham Friary Tallulah GSP Gill Pillinger 

  

  

Wednesday 16th October 2013 Open held at Gt Bentley Judges: Allan Hender  

& Ray Davis 

  

1st Dangvord Dido at Brakabreeze SRH Liza Brown 

  

2nd Sigourney Sunbeam GSP Peter Bakewell 

  

3rd Aytee Harvest Havoc GSP Lucie Hustler 

  

4th Deepthatch Pocona GSP Jim Field 

  

  

Wednesday 4th December 2013 Novice held at Elveden Judges: Nigel Cox  

& Theo Gould 

  

1st Esta Vom Thuringer Zipel (Imp Deu) GSP Jim Bird 

  

2nd Moricroft My Choice HWV Michael Caine 

  

  

Wednesday 8th January 2014 Novice held at Rushden Judges: Fred Alcock  

& Alix Johnson 

  

COM Peersofdale’s Highlander GSP Jayne Herbert 

  

COM Quintana Hollie Berry GSP Paul Nixon 

  

COM Bastillian Lady Kasshilde Weim Nigel Wroe 

 

Thursday 16th January 2014 Novice held at Boreham Judges: Steve Pleasance & 

Allan Hender 

 

1st Wamilangharr Tash of Mullenscote GLP Dog Handled by H Kirby 

 

2nd Catriona of Avon GSP Bitch handled by T Bennett    

 

 



 

Judges Report for the All-Aged Stake on 3rd October 2013 at Boreham  
by kind permission Boreham Hall Shoot & Eddie Hales & friends 

 
 

 

Thank you to the Norfolk and Suffolk FT Club for the invitation to judge, to the 
Boreham Hall Shoot for the excellent ground, and to Eddie Hales and friends  
for the expert shooting. The weather was almost perfect, mild with a light  
breeze. Most of the trial was run in a very large field of stubble turnips with a  
few game strips and finishing along a ditch bordering the field, and a large  
lake. There was an abundance of very lively hares which tested the dogs  
steadiness to the full, and not a single dog gave chase although a couple  
could not resist the hare after it was shot. Mouths throughout the day were  
excellent..  
 
First Prize was awarded to No 4, Emma Carters’ Warrendown Flash of Atilla 
 
 A flashy little GSP bitch that impressed on every run. On her first run she was  
brought up to make a fairly long blind retrieve from the previous dogs run  
which she completed well considering the mark given to her was a little off  
from the eventual pick location. She then continued hunting the game strip on  
a back wind, another bird got up, not pointed, but produced another long  
retrieve which she completed efficiently.  Her second run was in the stubble  
turnips, into wind and here she gave a stunning performance, indicating,  
pointing and holding several small coveys of partridge, unfortunately not  
willing to be held close enough for the guns to get a good shot. She was also  
very steady to a hare that was shot and then retrieved. We ran her a third  
time along the ditch bordering the stubble turnips field and she quickly located  
and staunchly pointed a small covey of partridge which she produced on  
command and was steady to shot and fall and retrieved the single shot bird to  
complete her run. Water was good.  
 
Second Prize was awarded to No 9, Gill Pillinger's Witham Friary Dallas 
   
A handsome GSP dog who was very pleasing to watch as he hunted with a  
very efficient even pace covering every piece of ground thoroughly. His first  
run was at the end of the stubble turnips field with a back wind. Right at the  
end of the field a hare flushed, quite close to the dog, but he was very steady,  
the hare was shot and efficiently retrieved. His second run was into wind and  
again he hunted very methodically but with lovely style and grace, locating  
and pointing several single partridge which lifted ahead, just out of reach of  
the guns and close to the approaching houses so no shots were taken. His  
third run was along the ditch bordering the stubble turnips field and he  
indicated birds moving ahead on several occasions. A single partridge lifted  
ahead and was shot, he was steady and made a nice retrieve, gently to hand.  
Water was good.  
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Third Prize was awarded to No 11, Gill Pillinger's Witham Friary Tallulah 
 
A dynamic little GSP bitch who knew what was required of her. On her first run  
she hunted the field into wind and was very steady to 2 hares going away.  
She then completed a retrieve on a previously shot hare. After hunting on  
again she was steady to a third hare that was shot and she made a nice  
retrieve. Her second run was along the ditch and bank where she pointed  
and produced several birds that were not shot and then managed to hold and  
point a small covey, after producing, a single bird was shot and she completed  
the reasonably long retrieve with ease. Water was good.  
 
COM to No 10, Suzi Burtons Trubon Flysse Trevive 
 
A very dynamic Weimaraner bitch that covered her ground well with good pace as 
she hunted the field into wind. She was very steady to a total of 4 hares on her 
beat, one was shot and she completed the retrieve well. She continued hunting and 
was steady to another hare, also shot, but it ran into the game cover so the picking 
up dog was called. Her second run was along the ditch where she indicated game  
ahead, several birds lifted and one was shot and the retrieve was completed  
but considerable handling was needed to get the bird to hand. We ran her a  
third time in a small field of wild bird mix which proved to be very heavy going  
as it was so thick and dense but she eventually pointed a pheasant which was  
shot quite a distance ahead, making a very challenging retrieve in very heavy  
cover. The dog was sent but no bird was found and the picking up dog did not  
find it either. Water was good.  
 

Helen Evans  
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Judges Report for the Novice Stake on 4th December 2013 at Elveden  

by kind permission of Elveden Estate. 
 

 
 
 
 
There was steady drizzle at the start of the day but it soon cleared to give us a 
pleasant day with a light breeze giving good scenting conditions and very few birds 
were missed.   
Most dogs were run in wide belts of light woodland with white grass and brambles 
providing cover for an even distribution of pheasants and the odd woodcock. Most 
dogs had the opportunity of two or three birds on their run. 
The general standard of work and handling was good.  
 
 
A first place was awarded to Esta Vom Thuringer Zipfel, handled by Jim Bird.    
 
This GSP bitch ran with pace and style with a slight cheek wind on her first run. She 
soon had a lovely point on a cock pheasant in some bramble. She flushed on 
command and completed the retrieve efficiently and tenderly.  
In her second round she pointed a cock bird. The bird ran on through the 
undergrowth but she kept in touch it for about 40 metres. The bird was then 
produced and shot, but sadly ran on strongly and was not picked. 
The third run was in a belt of pines with thick white grass, she again ran a good 
pattern with good pace. 
The water retrieve was completed with ease. 
This bitch was a pleasure to watch. Throughout all three runs she was stylish with 
drive and a determination to find game. 
 
A second place was awarded to Moricroft My Choice, handled by Michael Caine.  
 
This HWV bitch had her first run in light woodland with a head wind. She ran 
carefully and with determination. She had a point on three pheasants, flushed on 
command and a hen was shot. The bird was retrieved tenderly to hand. 
Her second run was in a wide belt of thick white grass with some gorse on a cheek 
wind. The ground work was methodical and rewarded by a lovely point on a hen 
pheasant which was flushed on command and enthusiastically retrieved to hand. 
She also had a lovely water retrieve. 
 
I would like to thank the Norfolk and Suffolk HPR Field Trial Club for giving Nigel Cox 
and myself the opportunity to judge a very enjoyable trial on this wonderful estate. 
 
 

Theo Gould 
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Elveden award winners Michael Caine & Jim Bird with the trial Judges 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Trial Winner Jim Bird being presented with his trophy by Steve Pleasance 
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Judges Report for the All-Aged Stake 16th January 2014 at Boreham  

by kind permission of Boreham Hall & Eddie Hales & friends 
 

 

 

Weather conditions on the day were dry with light, mild westerly winds all 
day. Scenting conditions seemed fine. 

 
The ground we covered was ditches, tall flooded reed beds and open 

white grass.  We encountered hare, partridge, pheasant and snipe in good 
numbers.   

 
The general standard of work on the whole was good, but the flooded 

reed beds and birds congregating and moving through the drier areas 
separated the more experienced dogs.   

 
Results 

 
1st Wamilangharr Tash of Mullenscote GLP Dog Handled by H Kirby 

 

This dog started in a dry reed bed alongside a flooded dike, with lots of 
birds moving forward.  He worked steadily throughout, pointing and 

retrieving two cock birds with long blind retrieves after the area was 
cleared.  The dogs second run was on open white grass.  He worked a 

back wind and covered all his ground systematically and well but it was 
unfortunately a blank run.  He was run for a third time to test steadiness 

in the open and was steady to both hare and pheasant which flushed at 
close hand.  Very good water test. 

 
2nd Catriona of Avon GSP Bitch handled by T Bennett 

 
This dogs first run was on a blind retrieve in flooded tall reed beds and 

she hunted well, out of site and retrieved tenderly to hand.  She was then 
hunted on and kept in touch with moving birds. Two pheasants flushed 

and two blind retrieves were both completed comfortably. Her second run 

was in reeds and open white grass.  She was sent for a long retrieve and 
made a good effort, but the bird was un-pickable. Her final run was in 

open white grass, where she found and pointed a pheasant. She was 
steady to flush but the bird was not shot.  Good water.   

 
Our thanks for the success and enjoyment of this trial are due to all those 

who helped organise it, particularly our generous hosts, Eddie and his 
friends who shot and sponsored the day, also Skinners, our steward, red 

flag and picking up dogs.   
 

Regards 
 

Steven and Allan 
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Training Day with Trevor Rigby 

 
 

 
 

I was very fortunate to be one of five handlers invited along for a day’s 
training with Trevor Rigby.  The day was organised by the club for 

members who attend monthly training regularly with young dogs. 

 
The weather forecast wasn’t great but in fact we had a wonderful sunny 

day at Low Grange Farm, Heveningham, courtesy of Alan and Patricia 
Rush who are always very generous hosts. 

 
We started the day individually running our dogs for Trevor to see what 

he had let himself in for!  We were running in wheat which was getting 
fairly high – certainly high enough for the only hare of the day to be 

hiding in. It was the first time Remy, a young GWP had seen a hare and 
he was unlucky to be having his run at the time.  The hare ran straight 

toward us so a good opportunity for the other dogs to see the hare under 
control, and for us to firmly tell our dogs to ‘leave it’. 

 
The day progressed well with us all having plenty of runs and not just into 

the wind.  We experienced the wind changing direction and also ran the 
dogs on a cheek and back wind.  The back wind was particularly helpful 

for Lottie, a LM who was a keen hunter.  Trevor explained that working 

her on a back wind could help to keep her closer and so have greater 
control. 

 
My GSP, Myrtle hasn’t done a lot of hunting and her greenness showed.  I 

wouldn’t call her pace a potter but she certainly wasn’t running with any 
speed.  ‘Be warned’ said Trevor; once she gets more experience with 

game and understands what we’re doing she’ll go like a rocket.  I mustn’t 
let myself fall into a false sense of security! 

 
What I wanted most from the day was to understand the wind better and 

how to work my dog in different wind directions.  I know the principles of 
it and on paper it seems very straightforward but I invariably find myself 

out in a field getting it completely wrong.  Those of you who have trained 
with Trevor will know that this is one of his areas of expertise.  He is very 

hot on back casting – or not, as the case may be and was soon on my 

case when Myrtle showed any sign of it, showing me how to push her out 
to avoid the back cast and come back around into the wind.  Thinking 

about it, it’s a bit like sailing; you should always tack into the wind.   
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Training Day with Trevor Rigby 

 
 
 

 
A back cast in sailing terms is a jibe, which can be really dangerous.  I 

digress…  

We also had our very own Steve Pleasance along with us who gave a 
running commentary on what was happening with the dog running at the 

time.  This was invaluable as he was able to point out things we probably 
wouldn’t have picked out on our own, such as a dog glancing at his 

handler as it ran past or the dog’s pattern changing as the wind moved 
around.   He was also put on the spot by having to run his GSP, Eva to 

demonstrate how it should be done – no pressure Steve!  But what a 
wonderful demonstration! Eva ran wide, fast and fairly flat.  Steve hardly 

gave her a command, he made it look so easy but we all know it takes a 
lot of time, patience and training to achieve such a performance. 

 
We moved on to some retrieving with cold game; hunting the dogs with a 

shot fired, followed by a pheasant, rabbit or pigeon thrown.  For some of 
the dogs, this was their first experience of retrieving cold game and they 

were a little unsure.  Trevor was very patient helping the handlers to 

encourage their dogs to retrieve.  Myrtle was a little over zealous with her 
pheasant but did much better with the rabbit bringing it to hand – 

although a little reluctant to actually give it up!  Trevor recommended 
that I just work with fur or frozen birds for the time being and even a 

hare might be a good idea!  When freezing a bird we were advised to tuck 
the bird’s head under its wing - you can imagine what would happen to a 

stretched-out frozen neck if it were thrown… 
 

By the end of the day we were all hot and it was an ideal time to see what 
the dogs would do in water.  Again we used the cold game and after a few 

goes and lots of encouragement we had every dog swimming and 
retrieving. 

 
We made our way back to the farm and listened to Trevor’s précis of each 

dog and his recommendations for following on with our training at home.  

He seemed genuinely pleased with the dogs he had seen and gave us all 
lots of positive feedback and constructive advice.  I went home with lots 

to think about and one very tired dog. 
 

 
Many thanks to Trevor, Steve, Alan & Pat and all the handlers who made 

it such an enjoyable and informative day. 
 

Harriet Lampart 
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Borreliosis (Lyme disease) is a bacterial infection transmitted via the bite of an infected tick. 
In the UK and Ireland, the most common tick species to transmit Borreliosis is Ixodes ricinus 
(commonly known as the wood tick, sheep tick, deer tick or castor bean tick). If left 
untreated, an infection can lead to damage of the nervous system, joints and heart, and can 
be seriously debilitating for both people and certain animals such as dogs and horses.  Lyme 
disease itself cannot usually be transmitted or passed between an affected animal and 
others, and so the condition is not contagious between animals and people living within the 
same home. 

Fast removal of ticks from the skin and avoiding walking in areas where ticks are known to 
be present can help to limit the chances of the disease developing in the first place, and it is 
also important to be able to identify the symptoms of Lyme disease in dogs at the early 
stages in order to seek treatment promptly. . The chances of contracting the condition are 
greatly increased if a tick remains attached to the skin for 18 hours or longer, or if the tick is 
removed incorrectly, leading to the tick’s probe breaking off under the skin of the dog. Open 
wounds left by ticks and any localised infections caused by a tick bite are also at higher risk 
of becoming infected with Lyme disease. 

Symptoms of Lyme disease in dogs 

Lyme disease manifests with a wide range of potential symptoms, and not all affected dogs 
will display all of them. Also, some symptoms may come and go, which is why it is important 
to keep a record of any ticks found on and removed from your dog in order to shed some 
light on any later symptoms or problems that develop. 

During the initial stages of the disease, a localised infection may well be present, around the 
area of the tick bite itself. If you manage to catch this infection during the early stages, it is 
important to take your dog to the vet right away in order to begin treatment for the 
condition promptly. Around 80% of dogs that later go on to develop full-blown Lyme disease 
will develop a localised infection first, As the condition develops, the Borrelia bacteria spread 
throughout the bloodstream, potentially leading to the appearance of sore spots, rashes or 
infections remote from the initial site of the bite and infection. This can take anything from a 
few days to a few weeks to develop in dogs. During the later stages of the disease and in 
cases of advanced infection, your dog will potentially display a wide range of additional 
symptoms that are hard to miss. Again, these can take weeks, or in some cases months to 
appear, so it is important to remain vigilant. 

Some of the later stage symptoms to keep a lookout for include: 

 Recurrent lameness without explanation, often appearing to affect different legs at 
different times 

 Swollen, hot or painful joints 
 Breathing difficulties 
 A stiff gait, often accompanied by an arched back 
 High fever 
 Loss of appetite 
 Swollen lymph nodes 
 General unwellness and depression, often accompanied by a range of apparently 

unconnected physical symptoms 

 

Ticks and Lyme Disease 
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Diagnosing and treating Lyme disease in dogs 

Take your dog to the vet at the first sign of any problems, and be sure to 
mention any tick bites that you may be aware of, even if your vet does not ask. 
The full veterinary history of your dog will be examined, and your vet will 
usually take some blood and urine samples for analysis. A range of antibiotics 
may be used to treat the condition and kill the bacteria that are causing the 
infection. It can take several weeks to fully eradicate the source of the 
infection and halt its progression. 

The prognosis for dogs with Lyme disease 

Generally, dogs will begin to show signs of recovery from Lyme disease within 
a few days of beginning treatment, including the easing of generalised 
symptoms and a reduction in any associated pain. In extreme cases, it is not 
always possible to fully reverse the effects of Lyme disease in dogs, and 
damage to the joints, kidneys and other organs caused by the infection can go 
on to cause further or on-going problems. 

Left unchecked or untreated, Lyme disease can be incredibly painful and 
debilitating for your dog, and can lead to the gradual shut down of the internal 
organs and a slow and painful death. While Lyme disease does clear up on its 
own in some rare cases, in order to safeguard your pet’s long-term health and 
wellness, prompt and inclusive veterinary treatment is essential. 

Don’t waste time before seeking treatment if you suspect that your dog may 
have contracted the condition, or if they show any signs of inflammation or 
infection around the site of a tick bite, or if any part of the tick remains within 
the skin after removal. 
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Teaching your gundog permanent blinds: 

 

Blind retrieves are a very neat piece of teamwork 

A partnership between man (or woman) and dog. 

It’s a partnership built on trust and confidence. 

And we need to build that trust and confidence in careful stages. 

Permanent blinds are a tool that we use as a part of that process. 

Let’s define a blind retrieve 

A blind retrieve is one that the dog has not seen fall. 

He is relying on his handler to guide him to the area of fall, so that his nose can then take 
over. 

When we send the dog out for a true blind, it does not yet exist in his mind. 

He simply sets off in the direction of our choice and places his faith in us, confident that he 
will come across a retrieve at some point. 

But this trust and confidence is not inborn, it has to be created and nurtured by setting the 
dog up for success after success. 

What is a permanent blind? 

A permanent blind is a special place. 

It is a place where the dog anticipates finding a retrieve with a high degree of confidence 

He does this because he has found many retrieves there before. 

He is so confident in fact, that he will dash with huge enthusiasm to the permanent blind 
location, each and every time you send him there. 

What is the purpose of the permanent blind? 

The purpose of the blind is to build the dog’s confidence in travelling away from you. 

And to help him understand that there is often a retrieve, even if he has not heard a shot, 
and not seen a retrieve fall. 
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Teaching your gundog permanent blinds: 

Your promise 

Here is the important part.   A blind retrieve is a promise 

It is your promise to your dog. 

A promise, that if he runs in the direction you choose, fast and straight, he will eventually 
reach a retrieve. 

A permanent blind confirms in the dog’s mind, that you keep your promises.  It builds his 
confidence for the future, so that when you ask him to run out ‘cold’ to a new 
destination, he trusts that you won’t let him down. 

Now let’s look at the practicalities 

How to set up a permanent blind 

You are going to need to chose a specific location and fix it in your dog’s mind as a place 
where there are always dummies. 

To do this, you will need to get your dog used to collecting marked retrieves from that 
location. 

How to choose your location 

The location you chose should be as distinctive, as possible.  So that it is easy for the dog to 
recognise. 

The backdrop to the permanent blind should be sufficiently imposing that the dog naturally 
comes to a halt there. 

A large tree on a fence line or hedgerow at the edge of a field may suit, or the corner of a 
field where two boundaries meet. 

If you use a landmark out in the open, it should be a significant one.  A very large tree in an 
open field might do, a small sapling might not. 

Make sure that there is at least enough space for your dog to run 50 yards in a straight line 
across a fairly even surface to reach the permanent blind. 

Ready to start? 

Now you have chosen your perfect location, you are ready to start training 
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Teaching your gundog permanent blinds: 

Exercise One 

‘ESTABLISHING THE PERMANENT BLIND’ 

1. Choose your location. 

2. Run a couple of marked retrieves to the chosen location. 

3. Extend the distance of the marked retrieves.  Increase the distance by just a few 

yards at a time by moving further back from the PB location.  Do not move the 

location of the retrieve!  Send the dog to the exact same place each time.  Work out 

to fifty yards.  Take at least two sessions over this.  Don’t increase distances too 

quickly or the dog may ‘drift’ or ‘curve’ as you lengthen the retrieves.  These are still 

‘marked retrieves’ make sure the dog sees them fall. 

4. Now for your first ‘blind’.   Before you begin the next training session, place a 

dummy in your PB location. The dog must not see you do this. 

5. Bring out the dog and heel him to within twenty yards of the dummy. 

6. Sit the dog and ‘line’ him back exactly as you have been doing before.  The only 

difference is that he did not see you place the dummy.  You are starting very close to 

the retrieve and he will probably see it as soon as he sets off.  This is OK. 

You can see that the chances of success here are very high.  It may seem like a ridiculously 
easy exercise, but it is an important experience for the dog. 

What can go wrong? 

  

If the dog is reluctant to go on his first attempt (and he might be), move closer and 
encourage him on his way, go with him if necessary. 

In the unlikely event that the dog sets off in the wrong direction, recall him 
immediately.  Then start again from the beginning of the exercise, throwing short marked 
retrieves to your chosen location before attempting short blinds again. 

Lining standards 

Pay particular attention to the dog’s alignment and focus.   

 Once the dog is successful over this short distance you will begin to send him out blind to 
the same location from further away.  Each time you must place the dummy whilst the dog 
is unable to see or hear what you are doing,, however inconvenient this may be. 

 

Page 16 



Teaching your gundog permanent blinds: 

Exercise Two 

‘LENGTHEN THE PERMANENT BLIND’ 

1. Over several sessions gradually move the position you line the dog back from, 

further away from the dummy.  Work your way back to 50 yards again, further if 

your location allows it. 

2. Now try and make the retrieves a little less obvious.  If you have been using your 

cleanest sparkly dummies, substitute them for older grubbier ones that are less 

obvious.  If there are leaves on the ground, you can begin to tuck the dummy into 

these to disguise it a little.  At no time should the dog hesitate, be sure to go back a 

step if he does so. 

Before you move on,  make sure you can answer ‘yes’ to the following two questions 

Q1.   Does your dog run out confidently to the permanent blind location,  on command, from 
a distance of at least fifty yards? 

Q2. Has your dog had several sessions successfully retrieving blinds from your ‘permanent 
blind’ location? 

The seeds of trust have now been sown.  Your dog knows for a fact that there will be a 
dummy waiting there for him, even though he did not see it fall and cannot immediately see 
it lying on the ground. 

The next step is to help him understand that this new command of running back without 
having seen anything fall, can apply in more than one location, by setting up some more 
permanent blinds. 

If you are cunning and place your permanent blinds carefully, you may eventually be able to 
run both from the same starting point.  If your training location does not permit this, it 
doesn’t matter. 

You will find that the dog catches on more quickly each time, and that you don’t need to 
spend quite so much time on each stage.  Be careful though not to get too complacent and 
rush things. 

Now you have three different permanent blind locations For several days, in each session, 
run each of the three blinds in turn and vary the order in which you do so. 

Q1.   Does your dog run out confidently to all three permanent blind locations,  on command, 
from a distance of at least 50 yards? 

Q2. Has your dog had several sessions successfully retrieving blinds from all three permanent 
blind locations in any order? 
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Teaching your gundog permanent blinds: 

Exercise Three 

 

‘MORE PERMANENT BLINDS’ 

1. Choose a new distinctive permanent blind location, at least thirty yards from your 

first. 

2. Teach the new permanent blind thoroughly step-by-step just as you did in Exercise 

One until your dog runs it confidently every time. 

3. In each session you should now run each blind in turn. 

4. Teach a third permanent blind thoroughly in exactly the same way. 

 

If you can answer yes to these questions, then you and your dog are doing really well.   You 
now have a dog that understands that the word ‘back’ means run out away from the 
handler, even when he has not seen a dummy fall there. 

What does it all mean? 

Of course, this is just the beginning, and you need to be aware of the limitations of what 
your dog has now learnt.  He understands this: 

‘On a nice day, when there are no other dogs around, and nothing better to do, the  word 
‘back’ means run out to that oak tree over there, or to the gap in the hedge to the right, or 
to that small birch tree to the left’.  If I do this I will get a dummy. 

He has not yet learnt that ‘back’ means ‘if you run out and keep going in the direction I 
decide,  there will be a dummy there,  no matter what else you have seen happen recently, 
and no matter where we might be, or in which direction I send you’. 

That takes a little longer. 

But you have made an excellent start. 

 

REPRODUCED BY KIND PERMISSION OF PIPPA MATTINSON OF TOTALLY GUNDOGS 
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MEMBERSHIP SUBS 

 

TIMES UP 
 

 
 

 

 

Membership Subscriptions for 2014 WERE DUE on 
1st January 2014 

 
Joint Membership:     £ 12.00 
Single Membership:   £   8.00 
Junior Membership:   £   5.00 

 
Don’t miss out on membership rates for the coming 

events by renewing now. 
 

BACS payments via online banking to: 
Sort Code: 20-85-93   
Account No: 00838047 
Ref: Your name or Membership Number 
Or the old fashioned way: by cheque payable to N&SHPRFTC & posted 
to Doug Parr or cash via any committee member. 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 
Why own a dog? There's a danger you know.  

You can't own just one, for the craving will grow.  
There's no doubt they're addictive, wherein lies the danger. 

While living with lots, you'll grow poorer and stranger. 
One dog is no trouble, and two are so funny. 

The third one is easy; the fourth one's a honey. 
The fifth one delightful, the sixth one's a breeze, 
You find you can live with a houseful with ease. 

With dogs on the sofa and dogs on the bed, 
Crates in the kitchen, it's no bother you've said. 

They're really no trouble, their manners are great. 
What's just one more dog and just one more crate? 
The housekeeping suffers, but what do you care? 

Who minds a few nose prints and a little more hair?. 
Your folks never visit, few friends come to stay, 
except other dog folk, who all live the same way. 

The flowerbeds and lawns are suffering from neglect 
But your weekends are busy, what do you expect! 

Is it worth it, you wonder? Are you caught in a trap? 
Then that favourite dog comes and puts their nose in your lap. 

Your life-style has changed. Things won't be the same. 
Yes, those dogs are addictive and so is the dog game!! 
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Why Own a Dog? 



Water Training Days  
 
 

 

We have two Water Training Days coming up. Places will be limited and on a 

first come basis, with preference given to members. The first day will be on 

Saturday 26th July on tidal marshes near Maldon, Essex. For details of this day 

or for an entry form please contact Jo Gosling islandgeese.jo@sky.com  

  

                                        

                                                  

                                              

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our second day will be on Sunday 10th August, a repeat of our incredibly successful day last 
year at Heveningham Hall, near Halesworth Suffolk. For details on this day please contact 
Doug Parr doug@angliatile.plus.com   

 

 

 

mailto:islandgeese.jo@sky.com
mailto:doug@angliatile.plus.com


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  NORFOLK AND SUFFOLK HPR FT CLUB 

ANNUAL ASSESSMENT DAY & BB 

Sunday14th Sept 2014. 

 

 (in place of regular training) 

Rectory Farm, Whipps Lane, Fundenhall, NR16 1DT 

By kind invitation of Lucie & Johnny Hustler 

09.30 for 10.00 

 

 10.00-12.30 Comprehensive training assessment for all 

dogs and their handlers by club trainers 

 13.00- 15.00 BBQ Lunch & refreshments, with informal 

talk/Q&A. 

 Special Guest Trainer RORY MAJOR 

 Canine artist Steve Nesbitt in attendance 

 Raffle – donations appreciated 

 

Families welcome - £10 per person / children free 

Price includes BBQ lunch and soft drink but please bring your 

own booze  

This is a member only event, please reserve your place by 4th Sept with Doug Parr 
doug@angliatile.plus.com   01728 685658 
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Field Trial Club 

www.norfolk-suffolk-hpr-ftclub.co.uk 
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HPR Gundog Working Tests 
 

 

 

JUNE 14th    N&SHPRFTC   HEVENINGHAM HALL, HALEWORTH, SUFFOLK.  

                                                               Contact Jo Gosling     islandgeese.jo@sky.com 

JUNE 15th.       H.P.R.G.A.   CHARLTON PARK, NR MALMESBURY WILTS. 

                                                   Contact Brenda Moss   aranygundogs@btinternet.com  

 

JUNE 21st.      ITALIANO SPINONE CLUB. GB ELSTEAD,SURREY 

                                                         Contact Alix Johnson.  3girlsandtrev@lineone.net. 

 

JUNE 22nd.    G.S.P.ASSOC. FAIRFORD, GLOUCS.  

                                    Contact: Steve Crane. gspa.wt@tiscali.co.uk   www.gspa.co.uk 

 

JUNE 28th.    LARGE MUNSTERLANDER CLUB  HALL BARN. BEACONSFIELD.BUCKS 

                                        Contact: Lynn O’Connell  lynnhagworthingham@gmail.com 

JULY 13th. GLP CLUB. DUCKLINGTON. OXON. 

                                                       Contact: Eileen Winser.  eileen@winser.go-plus.net  

 

JULY 27th.   G.S.P.ASSOC  LITTLE DALBY, LEICS. 

                                                                  Contact: Steve Crane   gspa.wt@tiscali.co.uk 

JULY 26th.    G.S.P.CLUB.SUSSEX BRANCH. KNOWLANDS FARM. BARCOMBE. 

                                                         Contact Nicole Coe  Nicole_coe_@Hotmail.co.uk  

 

AUGUST 2
nd

  SLOVAKIAN ROUGHHAIRED POINTER CLUB. RIVERS FARM,BALCOMBE 

                                                   Contact Colin Fletcher  colin.fletchersrp@gmail.com 

 

AUGUST 25th.(bank hol).BRACCO ITALIANO CLUB. RIVERS FARM BALCOMBE. 

                                                                        Contact: Sue Parr  pruso@ntlworld.com  

 

SEPTEMBER 6
th

  H.W.V.A.    WIDMERPOOL, NOTTS.  

                           Contact: Hazel Drew.  01934 844644   hazel.drew1@btinternet.com    

                               

SEPTEMBER  14th. G.S.P.CLUB  Surrey and Hants Group.   LAVERSTOKE. 

                                                         Contact: Helen Thomas  pogdog1@hotmail.co.uk 
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HEVENINGHAM HALL COUNTRY 

FAIR with WINGS & WHEELS 

 

12TH-13TH JULY 2014 

 

A fantastic family day out 

including N&SHPR Gundog Scurry 

 

www.countryfair.co.uk  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Country Fair and Wings 

and Wheels  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.countryfair.co.uk 

 

Water Training Day 

Sunday 10th August 2014 

10.30 am for 11.00am 

At 

Heveningham Hall 

Nr. Halesworth 

IP19 0PN 

£8 members 

£10 non-members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

 
 

 

Members Annual  

Assessment Day & BBQ 

With Guest Trainer Rory Major 

 

Sunday 14th September 

10.00am for 10.30am 

At 

Rectory Farm Fundenhall 

Norfolk 

NR16 1DT 

 

Water Training Day 

Saturday 26th July 2014 

11.30am for 12.00pm 

At 

Lawling Creek 

Latchingden 

Essex 

£8 members 

£10 non-members 

 

Page 24 

http://www.countryfair.co.uk/
http://www.countryfair.co.uk/index.php
http://www.countryfair.co.uk/index.php
http://www.countryfair.co.uk/index.php
http://www.countryfair.co.uk/index.php
http://www.countryfair.co.uk/index.php
http://www.countryfair.co.uk/index.php


Acknowledgements 
 
 
 

NORFOLK & SUFFOLK HPR FIELD TRIAL CLUB 

 
ARE PROUDLY SPONSORED BY 

 

 
 
 
 
Many thanks to Ray Hood of Country Trail Images for his continued 
support   www.country-trail-images.co.uk 
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1-2-1 Training 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

AYTEE GERMAN SHORTHAIRED POINTERS 

Lucie Hustler – 01508 488220 / 07842 397987 

luciehustler@me.com       www.aytee.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

       

BRECKLANDER GUNDOGS 
HPR TRAINING 

SUFFOLK 
Tel CHRIS SNELLING 01449 781850 / 07847 165329 

 
chris.snelling2@btinternet.com 

 
 

 

                                      

 
Andy Cullen Gun Dog Trainer of the Year 2011 

E Mail andy@laochingundogs.com 

www.laochingundogs.com 
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